Microwave ablation of atrial fibrillation during mitral valve operations.
Although the Cox-Maze III procedure cures atrial fibrillation in the majority of patients, it has not had widespread application. Development of new operations that use alternate energy sources and different lesion sets have caused resurgence in the surgical treatment of atrial fibrillation. Microwave creates lines of conduction block by thermal damage and subsequent scar formation. We describe a rapid and simple technique for microwave ablation of atrial fibrillation in patients having mitral valve operations.